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African-American Experiences in the 1970s US
The United States of America is one of the countries in the world with the highest number of citizens from different racial groups. The African Americans and other racial groups such as Mexican Americans, Spanish, and Latinos have come a long way to enjoy modern-day democratic freedom. From the Trans-Atlantic trade when they were sold as slaves, African Americans have suffered racial discrimination, and even to date, they are still facing racism from the native white Americans. Black Americans faced different forms of discrimination, including prejudice and Stereotype. Stereotype refers to a fixed and oversimplified impression of a person/thing or a group of the same. In the 1970s and years before, African Americans faced racial Stereotypes based on realigning, skin color, and ethnicity. Green (1993) defines racial Stereotype as a constructed belief that every member of a given race shares the same behavioral characteristics. In the article "Black Men and Public Space" by Staples, he describes his experience of being an African American in the 1970s racial stereotypes. 
The profiling of African Americans is one of the forms of stereotype Staples faced in the streets of Chicago. Profiling is defined as the act of extrapolating information about someone based on their observed characteristics. The whites used skin color and ethnicity to suspect the blacks, after which it was followed by the engagement of law enforcement officers either arresting or killing someone. In America today, description of crime suspects always involve racial aspect. This has not started today; it has been in existence for decades running back to the 1970s and periods before. Staples describes an incident one fateful night as he was walking one evening in an isolated street in Hyde Park, Chicago. Just by looking at this young black man in a bulky military jacket, a well-dressed White woman in her early twenties cast a worried glance and picked pace running in earnest and disappeared across the street. The white woman thought of herself as a victim 'to be' of a mugger, a rapist, or a murderer. Staples describes another incidence of profiling where he entered a jewelry store, and the store owner brought an enormous dog on him on suspicion of a burglar. Such a case of profiling made him understand why the whites behaved in that manner, and he learned to control his rage when he encountered stereotype cases. 
Biased policing is also another common form of racial Stereotype. According to an article by Harris (2020) on American Bar, Biased policing involves using race, ethnicity, and religion to enforce the law. Police often decide to stop specific people and search and frisk them on mere suspicion. In recent days, police have gunned down and killed innocent African American citizens like the famous basketball player Floyd who was shot while being arrested without evidence of criminal activity. Staples points out that “I only needed to turn a corner into a dicey situation or a frightened armed crowd…” the police are always waiting for an African American figure to make a move to pull them over. In cases where fear and weapons meet, the chances of police killings are high. Also, he narrates how an African American journalist investigating a murder case was mistaken for a killer. The police officer held the reporter in his car at gunpoint, and they would probably have arrested or shot him if it were not for his press credentials. Black Americans and especially the males trade their lives for biased policing incidence. 
Over time, the United States constitution has undergone several amendments, including protecting all American-born citizens. The Justice System has constitutional rights to protect each and every American, including African Americans, from any form of violence, including discrimination. Unfortunately, the level of protection is not the same for White and Black Americans (Weatherspoon, 2003). The experimental research findings indicate that the US justice system is biased in favor of white Americans. In the article, Staples was mistaken for a burglar at his workplace by the office manager who called security on him. He saved himself by moving close to someone who knew him to keep him. Despite the differences in constitutional rights, things in America today cannot be compared to how things were in the 1970s America. The rate of racial Stereotypes has significantly diminished to the extent that an African American President can now rule the White. Today, African Americans have equal rights such as the right to travel, vote, privacy, and employment and enjoy equal constitutional protection under the law. Many law enforcement officers currently acknowledge the importance of addressing racial profiling by recognizing and supporting their own internal rules, laws, and regulations that prohibit profiling.
Although racial stereotypes such as profiling and biased policing were common in the 1970s, the rate has drastically dropped over time. The American constitution is one of the most respected in the world for protecting both American-born citizens and any other person within the country's boundaries, whether citizens or not. The American government, through the constitutions, has mandated the Justice System of the country to protect and shield all citizens; Whites, Blacks, Spanish, Chines, Indians, or Latinos from any form of criminal activities including Stereotype. the African Americans are today profile for involvement in drug dealings and illegal activities, but it is done in secrecy. 
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